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MLS and Players Union Agree to Continue to Negotiate Through  Feb. 12  

 
NEW YORK (Thursday, Jan. 28, 2010) – Major League Soccer (MLS) and the Major League 

Soccer Players Union (Players Union) today announced that the two organizations have agreed to 

continue to negotiate through February 12, as they work towards reaching a new collective bargaining 

agreement. 

 

 “While we still have areas of disagreement, the talks have been constructive and both parties 

believe it makes sense to continue to work hard to reach agreement, said MLS Commissioner Don 

Garber. “This extension provides both MLS and the players the opportunity to continue our discussions 

while clubs are in training camps preparing for the 2010 MLS season.” 

 

 “Both the Players Union and MLS have concluded that a new agreement will not be reached by 

February 1, but we have agreed to continue to talk and we will be meeting over the next two weeks to 

determine if a new agreement can be reached,” said Players Union Executive Director Bob Foose.  “In 

the meantime, MLS Players are reporting to training camp, and preparations for the 2010 season will 

continue.”     

 

The current CBA, the first in MLS history, is a five-year agreement that had been scheduled 

to expire on Jan. 31, 2010.   

 
ABOUT MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER 
Headquartered in New York City, Major League Soccer is the top-flight professional soccer league in the United 
States and Canada. MLS features many stars from the U.S., Canada, and around the world. MLS kicks off its 
15th season on March 25, 2010. MLS features 16 clubs each playing 30 regular season matches in 2010. Those 
teams include Chicago Fire; Colorado Rapids; Chivas USA; Columbus Crew; D.C. United; FC Dallas; Houston 
Dynamo; Kansas City Wizards; Los Angeles Galaxy; New York Red Bulls; New England Revolution; Real Salt 
Lake; San Jose Earthquakes; Seattle Sounders FC; Toronto FC; and, in their inaugural season, Philadelphia 
Union.  Expansion teams in Vancouver and Portland will debut in 2011. For more information about MLS, log on 
to the League’s official website at MLSnet.com. 
 
ABOUT THE MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER PLAYERS UNION 
The Major League Soccer Players Union, headquartered in Bethesda, Maryland, is the exclusive bargaining 
representative for all Major League Soccer players. For more information about the Players Union, log on to its 
website at www.mlsplayers.org.  
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